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HISWA – Healthcare Infection Surveillance WA

❑ Established 2005

• Voluntary collaboration - 11 metro / 20 regional / 8 private 

• 5 indicators, DoH funded HISWA data base: web-based portal 

• Definitions closely align to NHSN – CDC - USA

❑ Now

• 49 hospitals - 14 metro / 21 regional / 14 private

• 13 ICUs and 26 haemodialysis units (9 private)

• 12 indicators – 9 mandatory - 2009

• Performance monitoring

• Reporting – aggregate, state, public

❑  Multi-resistant organisms 
• MRSA,  VRE, CPO’s [2012]  C.auris [2019]

❑ IPPSU Enhanced Surveillance
•  C.auris, CPO’s – community onset, travel history, hospitalisation
•   SABSI – all public hospital cases reviewed (50-60/month) 2



HISWA and ICNET
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❑ ICNET rolled out 2019 -2020

❑ IPC management tool

❑ Interfaced with PAS, TMS, Radiology, Dialysis, Laboratory, Stork

❑ IPCs get real time notifications

❑ Supports HAI surveillance 

• improved case identification / decrease in missing cases 

• alerts IPC to readmissions post-surgery and positive microbiology *

• all MRO notifications – linked to our PAS / micro-alert system

• all lab results of importance e.g. S.aureus +ve BCs

• extended properties mapped to our HISWA definitions

• easy report functionality for sites to configure. 



HISWA Snapshot – SSIs and HA-SABSI
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C-section SSI HA-SABSI



HISWA Snapshots - MROs

5

VRE by sterile site CPEs by enzyme type 



HISWA Snapshots - Reports
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HISWA Future Plans
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❑ Replacement HISWA database 

• manual data entry - legacy system - not supported - no upgrades - end of life .

❑ Increased surveillance indicators

• cardiothoracic, colorectal, something paediatric 

• increased use of ICNET for compliance monitoring prevention strategies.

❑ Increased use of genomics in HAI surveillance

❑ National surveillance

• enhance current national surveillance e.g. attributable cause for HA-SABSI

• national definitions

• focus on HAIs with sig  morbidity / mortality and are preventable 

• increase benchmark opportunities

• timely reporting.
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