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RESEARCH AREA - IPAC
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• What are the 
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programs

E
V

A
L

U
A

T
IO

N

• Evaluation of NSW 
CEC IPAC Response 
and Escalation 
Framework in 
providing effective 
infection 
prevention and 
control advice for 
the management 
of COVID-19 IM
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• Governance
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44% of Australia did not have a 

statewide HAI/IPC Program

https://ijic.info/article/view/23444

Australia’s states and territories Infection Prevention 

and Control programs – a comparison study

https://ijic.info/article/view/23444
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Orientation to Australian health system and working in (present5.com)

https://present5.com/orientation-to-australian-health-system-and-working-in/


HAI & IPAC ACROSS AUSTRALIA

HAI STEERING COMMITTEE

HAI & IPAC ACROSS AUSTRALIA



History Australian IPaC
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Late 1960s 1975 - 1977 1989 1995

1960s

1959 first joint Hospitals 

Infection Committee 

formed in Brisbane

1962 1965 1967

SA appoints first IC 

Adelaide's Children 

Hospital

Princess Alexandra 

Hospital appoints 

Australia’s First ICS

NSW – 7 metropolitan hospitals 

in Sydney had FTE ICS 

Tasmania appoints first ICS

NB: Vic & NT unrecorded.

Role and function first described 

for Infection surveillance and 

Control programs by ACHS

 

NSW POW Hospital 

appoints first ICS

(Infection Control Sister)

Australia’s 1st reported 

case of pt-to-pt 

transmission HIV

HCV transmission

Canberra Hospital 

appoints first full time ICP

NSW first Australian state to 

adopt a government policy 

position to employ an ICP

1996 Federal rec ICN/200-

250 beds

Murphy CL. Infection control in the Australian health care setting (Doctoral dissertation, UNSW 

Sydney).



ICU

Emergency

Paediatric / Bubs

Patient Flow

Ambulance

Surgery

FLORENCE

HIV

HAND HYGIENE

MROs /HAI

IPAC

SARs COV 1 2003

EBOLA 2014

MERS 2012

COVID-19

H1N1 2009-2010

JE; Mpox; Measles
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NATIONAL SUMMIT SESSION SCHEDULE  

1. Introduction and setting scene   3mins

2. Each presenter will get 5 minutes (Max) to present 50mins

3. Slide Summary 5mins

4. Polling to audience (4qu’s) 5mins

  
5. PANEL  15MINS

What is the ideal Aust IPC framework and why

Taken from written responses
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GOVERNANCE: Communicable diseases
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Benefits
Reach across system

Connectivity with ICPs 
delivering services

Engagement - CHO, HCEs, 
CDNA, ACDC, PHN, 
Laboratories

Opportunities
Enhanced engagement with 
Patient Safety 

Partnership with research 
entities

GOVERNANCE: Patient Safety
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Future Possibilities
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1 47% - Move to a new structure 

within Aus CDC

2 29% - Retain Std 3 & Hai at 

ACSQHC but move all other IPC to Aus 
CDC like ICEG

3 19% - Remain under pt safety and 

ACSQHC

3%
➢ Critical to include IPC into Aus CDC

➢ Centralised Australian IPaC 

➢ Inclusion of Aged Care

➢ ICEG like structure fully funded
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Where to from here?
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Advocacy / Voice for IPAC

Lobbying for IPAC Governance & Recognition within Aus CDC

Continued research on governance and Australian IPC
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