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Why is IPC important?
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Buchanan (2015) 

ABC News 

http://www.abc.net.

au/news/2015-09-
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over-hendra-

cases/6801422
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- recent revision Day One Competencies  

Domain 4: Veterinary Public health
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Australasian Veterinary Boards Council - 2024

Source: AVBC-Day-One-Competencies_Final_2024-v1-Jan-24.pdf

 

https://avbc.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/AVBC-Day-One-Competencies_Final_2024-v1-Jan-24.pdf


AVA Guidelines for Veterinary Personal Biosecurity 
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Source AVA-2017-Guidelines-for-veterinary-personal-biosecurity.pdf (nabsnet.com.au)

https://nabsnet.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/AVA-2017-Guidelines-for-veterinary-personal-biosecurity.pdf


1. Where and how veterinary science/technician students 
learn about IPC principles

2. How these IPC principles are applied

3. How students are assessed to practice competently in the 
workplace. 

Objectives
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Methods
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Results
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Gender (%)

Female Male Non-con

Respondents
BVSc/DVM, 

40

BVT, 7



Student knowledge 

responses
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Received instruction: When to perform Hand Hygiene
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Confidence with HH? 

84%
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Use of Alcohol-based hand rub when hands visibly clean?
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Image: Parkes (2021) 

Temperature, pulse and respiration observations on inpatients, WHEN 

should hand hygiene be performed?

Immediately after 

closing the cage door

(Leaving patient zone)

74% 
Moment 5

After/before  

touching a patient

In between handling 

patients 

91% 
Moments 1 and 4

Immediately before 

opening the cage 

door

67% 
Moment 1

Only at beginning 

of shift

0
Incorrect



Where students learnt about hand hygiene

Undergraduate education
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Zoonotic Disease advice 

to clients

22



23

Owner advice –  zoonotic disease prevention
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IPC in the ANZ curriculum

 - where

 - who

 - training
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Where is IPC taught in curricula
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Where instructors gained knowledge from to 
teach IPC and AMS
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AMS instructors

Who? 
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IPC instructors

AMS instructors



Discussion
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• Fragmented knowledge

• Coverage in micro-courses

• Most people self-taught

• Unclear how day 1 competencies assessed

Key summary



• Support veterinary 

clinics/organisations 

who provide practical 

experience

• Work with other 

experts in Academia 

e.g. Public health

• Clarify role for 

zoonotic disease 

advice

Recommendations

Curricula

• Dedicated IPC 
training

• Start in Semester 1

• Coordinated and 
consistent 
approach  
(AVBC/AVA/Universi
ties) expectations/ 
minimum 
requirements
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