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Acknowledgement 
of

Country

I’d like to begin by acknowledging the 
Traditional Owners of the land on which we 
meet today, the Muwinina people and the 
Palawa/Pakana communities of  Nipaluna, as 
well as Traditional Owners of the lands of all 
participants

I also pay my respects to Elders past and 
present and acknowledge any First Nations 
peoples here today.



Disclosures

Development and updating of, and facilitating 
the ACIPC Veterinary Foundations of Infection 
Prevention and Control Course
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SIMILARITIES AND 
DIFFERENCES ANIMAL & 

HUMAN HEALTH



Veterinary Human

Foundation Evidence based practice with foundations in biology, anatomy, physiology, 
pathology, pharmacology

Ethical practice Need for informed consent, welfare considerations such as analgesia, 
adherence to professional standards and duty of care

Public health role Infectious and zoonotic disease control, food safety and disease prevention

Specialisations General practice, dentistry, cardiology, medicine etc.

Communication Via owner + physical exam
Animals are ‘property’

Direct (+/- paediatrics, disabilities)

Regulatory APVMA, WH&S, Guidelines TGA, WH&S, Standards, Guidelines

Funding model Fee for service, Insurance Medicare, PBS, Insurance

Species Numerous  - gms to tonne One 

Environment Controlled + uncontrolled - farm Controlled + uncontrolled - paramedic

Terminology Biosecurity
Nosocomial

IPC
Healthcare-associated infection



Surgery – small animal
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Large animal practice
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Hand hygiene
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Differences

Image: Willemsen-2003

Image: Willemsen-2010

Image: Willemsen-2007



THE BAD



Media portrayals
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Source: Tuttnauer website URL: https://tuttnauer.com/blog/veterinary-equipment-what-
you-need-when-setting-clinic
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You don’t know what you don’t know



IMPROVEMENTS IN 
VETERINARY IPC



https://www.ava.com.au/policy-advocacy/policies/surgical-medical-and-other-veterinary-procedures-
general/infection-prevention-and-control-in-veterinary-workplaces/

And global guidelines, policies



To come:
• Small mammals
• Wildlife
• Camelids
• Fish



https://www.ncas-australia.org/

https://www.amrvetcollective.com/home/about-amr/



Veterinary IPC positions

• UK – dedicated Veterinary Technician IPC

• USA – dedicated IPC practitioners in veterinary practices

• Australia – Veterinary IPC champions

ACIPC Veterinary SIG established 2025
• Members Australia, UK, Portugal

• Include veterinary and human healthcare practitioners



2nd course underway
Next course: 6 March 2026

7 Countries
• Australia
• Fiji
• Canada
• England
• Portugal
• Indonesia
• Bhutan



THE FUTURE OF 
VETERINARY IPC



One Health is the norm GPs/ID physicians
Hospitals

Veterinary Practices
Agriculture



and veterinary 



AMR Reporting & Surveillance

Why does it matter? 

• One Health!

• Antimicrobial usage

• Informs stewardship programs

• Shared reporting → Reduces risk of 
cross-species transmission 

• Identify potential reservoirs of 
resistance

• Global reporting

No mandatory reporting system for dogs & cats
 - close contact with humans

 Some AMR monitoring:
 - production animals (livestock)
 - wildlife



Workplace culture 
change - IPC normal

IPC is no longer the 
‘baddie’

IPC embedded in 
undergraduate courses

Multidisciplinary IPC 
Conferences

Post-graduate specialisation 
Veterinary Technicians/Nurses 



Veterinary IPC 
has come a long way in 20 years…

What will we see in the next 20?
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Thank you
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